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A former Bayport resident speaks about 
his first book, which details a 500-mile trek 
through Spain

BY ANTHONY PERROTTA

Kenneth Strange, a former Bayport resident, published 
his first book, “It’s Your Camino: One Couple’s Pilgrim-
age Across Spain,” last month. 

Strange, a Brooklyn native, moved to the South Shore 
hamlet when he was 15 years old. His first of many trips 
to Spain was during a field trip with the Bayport-Blue 
Point High School, which he graduated from in 1975. 
Strange recalled paying for the trip with money he saved 
while working at Heinlein’s, a former hardware store on 
Main Street in Sayville. 

A lot has happened in his life since then. 
The first-time author, who left Long Island in the 

late ’70s, spent a few years with the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation before transferring to the Department of 
Justice, where he retired from in 2010. Strange is also 
a licensed private investigator in the state of California, 
where he currently resides with his wife of over 25 
years, Aurora. 

As a private investigator, Strange has investigated 
everything from insurance fraud to missing persons and 
Hollywood celebrity cases. He couldn’t disclose more 
information, particularly about the later cases men-
tioned, due to the various non-disclosure agreements he 
has signed over the years. 

Strange’s book chronicles a recent trip to Spain, 
where he and his wife walked the Camino de Santiago, 
known in English as the Way of Saint James. The couple 
took the 1,200-year-old Jacobean route, which began 
in the Basque village of Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port in the 
Pyrenees and ended outside the Cathedral of Santiago 
de Compostela in Galicia where, tradition has it, the 
remains of Saint James the Great are buried. 

The 500-mile trek took 31 days. 
Regarding his literary idols, Strange cites Ray Brad-

bury as one of his favorite authors. He first discovered 
the famous science-fiction writer’s work in a Brooklyn 
library during his teenage years. “I liked [Bradbury] 
because he told stories very simply,” Strange said, add-
ing that he revisited the author’s work later in life. 

The first-time author says one of the “highlights” of his 
life was meeting Bradbury, about 10 years ago, during a 
signing in a small bookstore in California. 

“I snagged one of his books really quick for him to sign 
and told him, ‘Your writing changed my life,’” Strange 
said. “[Bradbury’s] eyes watered up when I told him this. 
He pulled me in and gave me a kiss on the cheek. The 
whole experience still blows my mind.” 
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Summerfest fun
SAYVILLE—The sights, sounds and smells of Summerfest filled the downtown district last weekend. See more 
photos of the event on pages 12 and 13.
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See A JOURNEY THROUGH SPAIN on page 3
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Rough swimming in these waters
Sayville Marina Park Beach has 
been closed 40 percent of days 
since May 29

BY RANDALL WASZYNSKI

ISLIP TOWN—Sayville Marina Park 
Beach has faced four separate multi-
ple-day closures and two one-day clo-
sures since May 29, tallying up to 32 
missed days at the beach, according to 
data provided by Suffolk County Depart-
ment of Health Services. This beach has 
endured the most days closed among all 
beaches within the Town of Islip and has 
been open to the public only 60 percent 
of days this year.

Large volumes of harmful bacteria — 
enterococci, primarily — in the water 
caused almost daily closures at Sayville 
Marina Park Beach. Enterococcus bac-
teria originates in the guts of animals, 
including humans, and makes up one-
third of the weight of animals’ feces.

Islip Town has taken on 48 total 
closures so far this year, 33 of which 
involved harmful bacteria present in the 

water. This number, which exceeds 50 
percent of the town’s closures, is consid-
erably higher than those of other county 
townships, including Brookhaven and 
Huntington.

The presence of harmful bacteria in 
the water, such as enterococci, caused 
45 percent of all closures in Suffolk 
County this year thus far; the remain-
ing portion of those closures involved 
precautionary rainfall-related advisory, 
issued by the county.

County comptroller John Kennedy 
held a press conference Aug. 1 at Corey 
Beach in Blue Point alongside Brookha-
ven Town officials alleging that coun-
ty executive Steve Bellone has been 
financially irresponsible, specifically in 
regard to the Drinking Water Protec-
tion Program. Kennedy, who is currently 
campaigning to be elected county exec-
utive against Bellone, claims that the 
Bellone administration has dipped into 
the fund for miscellaneous expenses as 
well as salary compensation.

“He has been diverting that quar-
ter-cent funding that is dedicated spe-
cifically to protecting the groundwater, 

the aquifer and to do capital projects,” 
Kennedy said at the press conference.

Suffolk County has leached into its 
Drinking Water Protection fund for var-
ious expenses since the project’s incep-
tion in 1987. Bellone settled with the 
environmental community in 2014 after 
inheriting the ongoing reallocation of 
funds, and announced the county would 
phase out this line of action.

“The use of environmental funds to 
balance the budget was a long-standing 
practice, and county executive Bellone 
ended it when he took office,” said Peter 
Scully, Department of Environmental 
Conservation regional chief.

Reallocations from a fund of this kind 
call for a vote by the county Legislature, 
and Scully says that Kennedy, as comp-
troller, voted repeatedly to dip into the 
fund.

“[Kennedy] oversees the use of var-
ious county funds to pay the county’s 
operating expenses,” Scully said. “His 
office dipped into that fund regularly to 
pay for expenses that have nothing to 
do with the environment. It’s kind of a 
head-scratching effort to rewrite histo-

ry and blame the county executive for 
practice that he is actively supporting.”

Kennedy also claims that a lack of 
sanitarian workers, given a shortage in 
funds, has contributed to the amount of 
closures across Suffolk. This is a claim, 
however, that the county Department of 
Health Service’s data contradicts, since 
it cites a reason for each closure as 
either large volumes of harmful bacteria 
present in the water or precautionary 
rainfall-related advisory.

Former assemblyman Dean Murray, 
Kennedy’s chief of staff, said that there 
are not enough sanitarians going out to 
test the water on a regular basis for the 
entirety of Suffolk, and took concern 
to the term “precautionary” with rain-
fall-related advisory.

“Does that mean that there was not a 
sanitarian that went out there and actu-
ally tested?” Murray said. “If they’re clos-
ing on a precaution because of heavy 
rainfall, that is telling me you did not 
send someone out to test; you are just 
closing it just in case, which tells me you 
do not have enough sanitarians.” n

Bradbury would pass away a few years later, in 2012, 
at the age of 91. 

Strange’s other favorites include James Joyce (“Ulyss-
es”), Jon Krakauer (“Into the Wild”) and Ernesto Sabato 
(“The Tunnel,” “On Heroes and Tombs”). He also calls 
Ernest Hemingway’s classic novel, “For Whom the Bell 
Tolls,” about the Spanish Civil 
War, a “beautiful story.” 

But it’s James Michener’s 
“Iberia” that Strange refers to 
as the “quintessential” book 
on Spain. The book, which 
runs over 800 pages, cov-
ers a wide range of subjects 
throughout Spain’s history, 
including Moorish occupa-
tion and Francisco Franco. 
Strange says he used it as his 
“guide” during his junior year in college, studying abroad 
in Madrid. 

“I actually went out with the book and met some of 
the same people [the author] did,” Strange said, adding 
that the most notable aspect of that particular trip was 

meeting the American bullfighter John Fulton. “His story 
about trying to make it in the bullfighting business is 
amazing.”

Fulton, a Philadelphia native, settled in Seville, the cap-
ital of southern Spain’s Andalusia region, and, according 
to Strange, opened an art studio featuring his own draw-

ings—created with bulls’ 
blood. Fulton passed away, 
in 1998, at the age of 65. 

When asked what he 
thought it is about Spain 
that inspired not just him, 
but many others as well, 
to write about their experi-
ence in Spain, Strange said, 
“I wish I knew.” 

“It’s an exotic place that’s 
different from our own,” he 

added. “The people are very friendly and open.” 
After college, Strange taught Spanish and English as a 

second language at LaSalle Military Academy in Oakdale 
for a short time before taking a job, in 1979, teaching 
English at a school for the Royal Family in Saudi Arabia, 
which he described as the “most orthodox” of all the 
Muslim majority countries. 

It was there that he met his wife, a native from the Phil-
ippines who was working as a stewardess for the local 
airline at the time. “I ran into her at a bookstore in the 
airport and it was like ‘game over’ for me,” he recalled, 
with a laugh. 

Aside from Spain, Strange has lived and worked in 
numerous other Spanish-speaking countries, including 
Costa Rica, El Salvador and Mexico.

Strange credits actor Martin Sheen with playing a “piv-
otal role” in getting him and his wife to take the 500-mile 
pilgrimage, which is detailed in his book, during their 
latest trip to Spain. Sheen appears in the film “The Way,” 
which Strange says is known by pilgrims “all over the 
world.”

Sheen and the former Bayport resident know each oth-
er personally and do volunteer work in Mexico together. 
The actor also provided a blurb for the back cover of 
Strange’s book after reading the manuscript. 

Strange recently completed his second book, entitled 
“Feds: From ‘Silence of the Lambs’ to the Castro Broth-
ers,” about his Joint Terrorism Task Force experiences 
with the FBI. The Oscar-winning film included in the 
book’s title is a reference to the movie’s star, Jodie 
Foster, who attended Strange’s graduation from the FBI 
while doing research for her role as Clarice Starling. 

“[Foster] sat behind my parents during the ceremony,” 
Strange laughed, adding that she also ran obstacle cours-
es with him and fellow students prior to graduation. 

Strange says the title of his first book came 
from an offhanded comment that two fellow pilgrims, 
from the U.K., made during the long walk. “It’s your 
Camino,” they said. “It’s yours and you take ownership of 
it. However you want to do the path is up to you.” 

Those who walked with Strange came from all over 
the world. He recalls one from Kuwait, who commented 
that he took this particular pilgrimage before “taking 
[his] own,” referencing the Hajj, a religious duty to visit 
Mecca, the holiest city in the Muslim faith. 

“It’s Your Camino: One Couple’s Pilgrimage Across 
Spain” is currently available on Amazon.  n

“Our Camino was the people along the 
way—each had a unique story to tell, a 

deeply personal reason, or not, for walking 
to Compostela, something that compelled 

them either spiritually or for some other 
reason to endure the blisters, bad knees, 

fatigue and rain.” 
-Kenneth Strange
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The author and his wife at  Santiago de Compostela, 
one of the many stops on their journey.  

The village of 
Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port as 
seen through the traveler’s 
eye. Inset: Book 
cover
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